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Lesson Notes:

Overview:

For an overview of the content and aims of these lessons, pleae read the following files: Introduction and Description.

NB Timings and likely inclusion of activities within suggested lesson plans will vary depending on the length of your lessons etc. These are only a guide and are adaptable. Equally, you may wish to focus more on some aspects of lessons than is apportioned here. 

Lesson 1:

Introduction (5mins)

1. Introduce the project and explain to students that they will be creating a video about the school for presentation to an outside audience. This could be other secondary schools in the area, or feeder primary schools. 

2. Explain that they will working in small groups. Each small group will produce two minutes of video footage, complete with sound and narrative (if groups decide to use this). These two minute mini videos will then be editied togtehr to make a final class video.

Development (30 mins)

1. Explain that the first thing to ascertain will be the content of the video, i.e which aspects of school life they want to film and exhibit. Ask for ideas and write these up on your whiteboard. Topics for small group videos could include:

The buildings, playing fields and other faciltiies

Interviews with staff

Interviews with students

Filming different areas of the curriculum – PE, Art and Design, Science (subjects with a good visual element)

School meals

Students arriving at the start of the day and leaving at the end of the day

School trips

Involvement with the wider community

2. Now spilt the clas into their small groups.

3. Ask each group to decide on a topic for their two minute contribution to the class video. Alternatively, if you’re worried this will create chaos and arguments – decide on topics yourself and assign them to groups.

4. Log these on the whiteboard

5. Now ask each group to think of the type of message they want to convey to their eventual audience. Remind them that ther audience will in part influence the message. E.g. if the video is to be presented to feeder primary schools, then it will need to be welcoming, friendly and exciting.

Examples: 

Our school is fun.

Our school is friendly and welcoming. 

We can study a range of interesting subjects. 

We have excellent facitlites for a range of different things. 

We go on exciting school trips. 

We have friendly and supportive teachers.

6. Disucss these ideas with the class.

This will be important in discerning the impression of the school made on this watching the video

7. Now make sure each group is assigned a topic and is sure about the kind of message they want to convey. 

8. Now ask each group to begin to decide what they will include in their video and jot ideas down in exercise books. 

Plenary (10 mins)

1. Ask pupils to discuss in their groups why video is a good medium for presenting features of the school to an outside audience. Then collate ideas and discuss

Lesson 2:

Introduction 

1. Explain to students that they will be developing a storyboard before they start filming. They will also need to consider how they are going to carry out their filming, who they will need to talk to for interviews etc. First of all though, they will be learning about camera  technique and types of shot, so they know what to include in their storyboard.

Development 

1. Hand out worksheets based on contents of the Video Resources folder, specifically ImagesTypes, SoundTypes and CameraTechnique. Work through these with students to ensure they understand what they all mean. Explain that different types of shot will present ideas in different ideas – and that they will need to consider this when developing their storyboards. 

2. Hand out sheets of A3 paper and ask students to begin discussing their proposed content. As they become clear about opening shots and ensuing shots these can be compiled on the storyboard. This exercise will need to continue into the next lesson.

Plenary 

1. Discuss the following question with students: ‘Why is a variety of camera shots important in assuring a good quality video? Can they think of any shots from well know movies they have watched recently that back up their ideas?

Lesson 3:

Introduction 

1. Remind students of the main elements of the discussion held at the end of the last lesson.

2. Reiterate the need to be clear in their storyboards exactly how and what they are going to film. They should also remember to keep a wary eye on the overall message they are trying to communicate.

Development

1. Continue with storyboards

Plenary

1. Volunteers to show storyboard examples to the rest of the class with some explanation of content in terms of camera shot and what they are trying to convey.

Lesson 4:

Introduction

1. Lay down rules for filming around school! Explain that filming will start today.

Development

1. Ensure each group has a director (arranging shots and subjects), a camera crew (camera and sound) and producer (arranging logistics). Students should take it in turn to adopt these roles.

2. Students carry out filming around school.

Plenary

1. Discuss issues relating to filming – problems, successes, lessons learned.

Lesson 5

Introduction

1. Reiterate learning gained through plenary from last lesson.

Development

1.  Complete filming

Plenary

1. Confirm filming is completed – individuals describe filming highlights. Explain that any sound files that students wish to add to their clips will need to be brought in on CD Rom to the next lesson.

Homework

Write up any narrative students wish to use with video clips.

NB For the next few lessons you may need technical support.

Lesson 6 ICT suite

Introduction

1.  Explain that today students will be downloading images to editing software and will begin to sequence clips and add sound and narrative. Hand out the following worksheets: Capturing video to laptop and Clips in MovieMaker
Development

1. Edit video and add sound using editing software.

Plenary

1. Students present any completed work

Lesson 7 ICT suite

Introduction

Recap yesterday successes

Development

Complete editing

Plenary

Show group videos and decide on final sequence of group clips.

Lesson 8

Show final class video to the class and gauge reactions:

Has it conveyed the message? 

Does it include everything they wanted to show?

Is there any room for more improvement?

Plenary

Elicit group discussion around two questions: 

1. What have we learned about video production and how to convey a specific message to a specific audience. 

2. Why is digital video a powerful medium for presenting ideas?

Finally..

Final edit will need to be carried out and then send video to recipients.

Lessons Topic

Developing a digital video for presentation to other local schools.

National Curriculum References:

EN1 SPEAKING AND LISTENING

1a structure their talk clearly, using markers so that their listeners can follow the line of thought

1b use illustrations, evidence and anecdote to enrich and explain their ideas

1c use gesture, tone, pace and rhetorical devices for emphasis

3a make different types of contributions to groups, adapting their speech to their listeners and the activity

3d take different roles in the organisation, planning and sustaining of groups

3e help the group to complete its tasks by varying contributions appropriately, clarifying and synthesising others’ ideas, taking them forward and building on them to reach conclusions, negotiating consensus or agreeing to differ.

8a describing, narrating, explaining, arguing, persuading, entertaining and pupils should be given opportunities to make:

10b take different roles in groups [for example, roles in organising or leading discussion, supporting others, enabling focused talk].

EN2 READING

Media and moving image texts

5a how meaning is conveyed in texts that include print, images and sometimes sounds

5b how choice of form, layout and presentation contribute to effect [for example, font, caption, illustration in printed text, sequencing, framing, soundtrack in moving image text]

5c how the nature and purpose of media products influence content and meaning [for example, selection of stories for a front page or news broadcast]

EN3 WRITING

1g consider what the reader needs to know and include relevant details

1h present material clearly, using appropriate layout, illustrations and organisation

10 Pupils should also be taught to use writing for thinking and learning [for example, for hypothesising, paraphrasing, summarising, noting].

National Literacy Strategy References:

TEXT LEVEL READING

1. review and extend their own strategies for locating, appraising and extracting relevant information;

TEXT LEVEL WRITING

1. review their ability to write for a range of purposes and audiences, recognising strengths and identifying skills for further development;

3. write with differing degrees of formality, relating vocabulary and grammar to context, e.g. using the active or passive voice;

9. integrate diverse information into a coherent and comprehensive account;

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

3. develop interview techniques which include planning a series of linked questions, helping the respondent to give useful answers, responding to and extending the responses;

8. review the contributions they have made to recent discussions, recognising their strengths and identifying areas for development;

10. contribute to the organisation of group activity in ways that help to structure plans, solve problems and evaluate alternatives;
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