Forest futures

One of the most controversial environmental issues concerns the future of our forests. Debate centres on whether we should preserve the forests in their natural state or whether we should allow them to be logged. 

On the one hand, conservationists argue that we need to put a stop to the destruction of this natural resource. In Brazil, for example, the rainforest is disappearing at an alarming rate, depriving native tribes of their habitat and depleting the earth’s supply of oxygen. 

On the other hand, developers claim that forests are a renewable resource and that human kind has an urgent need of the products provided by the forests such as timber and woodchips. Moreover, the logging industry is a major employer and if logging were stopped, several thousand people would be out of work. 

It would seem apparent that while some form of logging is inevitable in the short term, in the longer term we need to develop alternatives to using timber from natural resources. 
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