Entitlement to ICT in secondary English


ICT has fundamentally altered the way we communicate with each other and how we think about reading and writing.


It has unique potential to extend and enhance pupils' learning in English. Used appropriately and imaginatively, it provides possibilities, insights and efficiencies that are difficult to achieve in other ways.


This document offers guidance on the uses of ICT that make a distinctive contribution to teaching and learning in English at Key Stages 3 and 4.


Introduction


As both a medium and a tool, ICT:


promotes the integration of speaking and listening, reading and writing required in the National Curriculum Programmes of Study for English Key Stages 3 and 4


enhances the interactive teaching and learning styles recommended in the Key Stage 3 Framework for Teaching English


extends pupils' ability to exercise choice, work independently and make connections between their work in English and in other subjects.


This document offers guidance on the uses of ICT that make a distinctive contribution to teaching and learning in English. It can be used to plan lessons that promote better learning in English through effective use of ICT.


There are six sections:


1	Exploring and investigating


2	Responding and interpreting


3	Reflecting and evaluating


4	Composing and transforming


5	Presenting and performing


6	Communicating and collaborating


.


�
1	Exploring and investigating


Pupils explore and investigate information, ideas, language structure and usage in English.


ICT extends and enhances this activity by enabling pupils to:�
Example�
�
access information electronically from sources in and outside the school�
Research the background of a text, for example its social and cultural background


Research a topic to provide raw material for a brochure or leaflet


Investigate language use on the Internet �
�
use a wider range of strategies to pursue contrasts, comparisons and connections dynamically�
Use hypertext to explore the relation between texts


Compare documents, for instance, two drafts of a poem, using split-screen arrangements


'Track changes' to trace the editing of a text as a subject for discussion �
�
order and arrange text and data experimentally�
Use a database of language to explore word usage


Disassemble and reconstruct a text to explore the author's use of language by isolating its characteristic features at word level �
�
sort and process text and data quickly and efficiently�
Use a spreadsheet to present in a pie chart findings from a pupil questionnaire as part of a discursive essay


Search for and highlight specific aspects of a text to investigate a feature of the language �
�



�
2	Responding and interpreting


In English, pupils respond to and interpret literary and non-literary texts in spoken and written language and so develop and demonstrate their understanding and appreciation.


ICT extends and enhances pupils' response and interpretation by enabling them to:�
Example�
�
annotate text in innovative ways�
Mark a text to emphasise selected features of language, for example map the use of emotive terms in an argument


Use footnotes or add comments to annotate a poem under discussion as a class exercise or in preparation of a learning resource


Use tables to arrange subtext comments, for example adding characters' secret thoughts to lines of a play


Add speech bubbles and captions to graphics


Use a multimedia presentation package to display images and words that add to or contrast with the words of a spoken performance�
�
enrich the context or broaden the context of literary study�
Link to the Internet or draw materials from CD-ROMs to give access to the social, cultural and historical background to literary texts


Use hypertext to draw in images and sound recordings�
�
see texts in alternate versions�
Compare original manuscripts with the modern versions, to assess how punctuation, word usage and layout changes over time


Access the original draft of a poem via the Internet and compare them with the finished work


Compare various versions of a text, for example 'Romeo and Juliet' as a play, a film and an animation�
�
use a wide range of analytical and critical techniques�
Use cloze-procedure programs or other text manipulation programs to explore a text


Use electronic concordances to research Shakespeare's use of words


Use a grammar checker to compare reading ages of texts


Examine the authenticity of texts published on the Internet�
�



�
3	Reflecting and evaluating


In English, pupils reflect upon and evaluate both their own and others' language use,�spoken and written, to refine their own practice and learn from others.


ICT extends and enhances this process by allowing pupils to:�
Example�
�
record ephemera for later review�
Record drama and spoken language in class for the purpose of discussion and reflection


Record material using a digital camera for discussion or manipulation using editing tools


Record speech for transcription and analysis�
�
�
edit work easily�
Draft and re-draft work, facilitating teacher intervention during the writing process


Share drafts with numerous others using the Internet or in class through a shared screen or projector�
�
�
retain evidence of the editing process so that it can be examined�
Track the composition of a poem or short text by saving successive drafts


Track the changes made to an existing document using a change-making tool�
�
�
annotate their work�
Add notes to their own work to explain the composition process


Add notes to a draft piece after discussion with others, to record comments and possible improvements�
�
�
access a wider range of good practice, models and mark schemes�
Access exam board web sites for relevant information


Independently find examples of Level 7 writing to see the standard that has to be attained�
�
�



'ICT has fundamentally altered the way�we communicate with each other and�how we think about reading and writing.'


�
4	Composing and transforming


In English, pupils use language creatively, in speech and writing, to express their ideas, thought and feelings. They use and adapt material for different audiences and purposes.


ICT can help pupils in the writing process, to plan, draft and revise by enabling them to:�
Example�
�
manipulate their own text on screen�
Use the antonym facility in a thesaurus to replace adjectives and adverbs in a description to change the emphasis, for example make a narrative setting menacing rather than welcoming�
�
use combinations of word, image, sound and hypertext�
Design web pages or multimedia presentations based on poems using images, sounds and hypertext links�
�
compose multi-authored text�
Taking one area each, pairs of pupils write one section of a guide to the school for new pupils; the whole-class reviews the sections to ensure consistency of style and appropriate alterations are made�
�
change the organisation, structure and qualities of texts to suit different audiences and purposes�
Using an electronic text, edit and adapt on screen an extract of a classic novel to make it accessible to younger readers�
�
adapt existing text dynamically�
Prepare text for reading or performance using text-marking techniques such as highlighting or different fonts and layouts to indicate emphasis and tone�
�



5	Presenting and performing


In English, pupils present and perform in speech and writing to a range of audiences, as part of the learning process and to demonstrate the outcomes of their learning.


ICT extends and enhances performance and presentation by enabling pupils to:�
Example�
�
select from a wide range of audiences throughout the world�
Use the school web site or local grid for learning to initiate an e-mail discussion based on class debate�
�
save, record, edit and adapt their work quickly and efficiently�
Conduct a survey of reading habits and library use and present this information for a variety of audiences and purposes, such as a report to the librarian, letter to children's publishers, a request for comparison from a partner school or a library advertisement for younger pupils�
�
access a wider range of media�
Send a video or audio-taped presentation about their school life to a school in their twin town�
�
exercise choice of medium and design while composing�
Collect images and sounds during a school visit in order to use these in a presentation to parents or another class. Pupils could choose to assemble a photographic or interactive display, web site, tape or multimedia presentation with commentary�
�



�
6	Communicating and collaborating


In English, pupils communicate and collaborate with many audiences and communities in and beyond the class room, as part of both the process and the product of their work.


ICT extends and enhances these opportunities by allowing pupils to:�
Example�
�
communicate and collaborate with others widely, efficiently and flexibly�
Participate in a young readers' web site to share views and opinions about their personal reading preferences�
�
�
collaborate effectively in reading and writing�
Take part in whole-class, shared reading and shared response to a text using an interactive whiteboard


Continue a collaborative writing task started in school by accessing the text from home using e-mail


Interact remotely with writers in virtual residence by e-mail or video conferencing�
�
�
focus and direct their discussions more effectively�
Use simulation software to promote discussion and justification of standpoints


With guidance from the teacher use CD-ROMs or web sites to stimulate discussion, particularly where the software includes questions to prompt a considered response from the group�
�
�
enhance their performance in role play, drama and simulation�
Record images or sequences with a digital stills camera or a digital video camera to aid reflection and evaluation


Control lighting by computer for a production or show


Use a data projector to project a backdrop for their performance�
�
�
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