The Write Kit

186 Media: http://www.186media.com/ 

Purchase: supplied on DVD

Full contents list and sample clips available on the website. 

Although this is labelled as being designed for Key Stage 3, the material and approaches could equally well be used at Key Stage 4. It consists of high quality video clips which are introduced and followed up by writing ideas, prompts and guidance. Each topic is introduced by a writer with professional experience in the kind of writing being explored. Their advice is practical and delivered in an engaging manner.  

The units cover four genres: poetry, prose, drama & persuasive writing. The product includes guidance notes for teachers, complete shooting scripts, National Curriculum cross-references and sample layouts for students’ work.

The Write Kit is supplied on DVD, so the interactivity is confined to stopping and starting the extracts. Students could use this on their own or in groups but it is probably going to be most useful as a whole-class starter activity so that the teacher can tailor the comments to the needs of the class and the requirements of the examination course they are following.

Extract from review by Carrie McMillan, NATE ICT committee, 2007: 

“‘The Write Kit’ is a DVD resource containing over 100 minutes of moving image resource material .... The material is separated into small teaching ‘units’ on the different text types and forms students are expected to engage with. Working through the DVD, students are presented with objectives and are supported to construct pieces of writing using the filmed source material as inspiration. So for example, when writing a narrative account, students view film of a group of adults interviewed about a harrowing event in their childhood, and they then reconstruct the account for themselves. 

“All of the moving image material is original and tailored exactly to purpose. ... Most teachers should find there is enough high quality moving image material here to justify the high price tag,”

NATE GCSE English and English Literature resources: www.nate.org.uk 
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