Stagework 

National Theatre: http://www.stagework.org/ 

Free access website. 

This site, which won a BETT Award in 2006, contains a rich variety of materials for teachers and students. The include lesson materials, video clips with actors discussing their roles, workshop ideas and much more. Plays covered include Henry V, Richard III, His Dark Materials, The Crucible and Coram Boy. On Henry V, for example, the detailed lesson materials concentrate on  persuasive language, though there are also numerous video clips of actors and the director discussing other aspects such as Henry's character. Other plays, such as Much Ado About Nothing, have less detailed resources that may nevertheless prove useful. 

The most useful approach for a teacher is probably the most obvious: click on ‘the ‘For teachers’ link on the navigation bar to see if the site has resources on a play you are studying. But even if it doesn’t you may well find the section on ‘persuasive language’, for example, will provide helpful interactive material for speaking and listening and writing tasks, as it does not require students to have read the play. For that unit, the ‘Aims And Learning Outcomes’ include: ‘be able to identify persuasive techniques and rhetorical devices... use different persuasive techniques and devices in their own writing [and] deliver a speech persuasively using tone, pace, emphasis, pause, inflection, gesture etc.’ The presence of video clips, including a short extract from Laurence Olivier performance before the Battle of Agincourt, will help bring these techniques to life.

The ‘workshop and events’ section should provide useful materials for those who want to ensure that students consider their plays as drama and engage with the kinds of issues that actors and directors face when preparing a production. The site also has an extensive section on the people involved in a production, both on-stage and behind the scenes, that may be of particular interest to students interested in the practical side of drama. 

NATE GCSE English and English Literature resources: www.nate.org.uk 

NATE GCSE English and English Literature resources: www.nate.org.uk 


