Podcasting: using Podium or doing it yourself

What is podcasting?

A podcast, in its simplest form, is an audio recording posted on a website so that visitors can listen to it whenever they wish. It’s now in widespread use on the Internet, with broadcasters, record companies, advertisers and many others producing regular podcasts. When there’s a series – The Archers is now available on podcast on the BBC site, for example – listeners can ‘subscribe’ so that whenever they connect audio software such as Apple’s iTunes, the latest podcast is downloaded ready for transfer to an iPod or MP3 player for ‘radio on demand’. However there is no need to produce a series or use an iPod – anything from a short class news item to an hour-long dramatisation can be turned into a podcast and put on the school website, for example, for everyone to hear. Just as important, the process of creating a podcast is excellent an speaking and listening task with an audience that could be anywhere in the world.

Learn more about podcasting on BT’s Better World site, which includes interesting audio hints from BBC presenters, guidance on equipment and some examples: http://www.btbetterworld.com/developing_skills/free_resources/Assignment_Podcast
Another good introduction can be found on the Education Guardian’s ‘Creativity in the Classroom’ micro-site:

http://education.guardian.co.uk/appleeducation  Although sponsored by Apple Computers, this includes plenty of examples using free software – just like the ‘Doing it yourself’ section at the end of this document, which also includes an example of creative use of podcasting for GCSE.

There’s also a useful short introduction to podcasting on the Podium site, here http://www.podiumpodcasting.com/whatispodcasting/  Which neatly bring us to look at this commercial product before visiting a site produced by a school English Department that also tells you how to produce your own using free software. In either case you will also need some basic hardware – so basic that you may already have everything required.  

Podium

Softease: http://www.podiumpodcasting.com/
Purchase: costs for a secondary school currently in the region of £700 for a site licence, or £59 for one copy + £25 each extra copy. Hosting of podcasts is free in first year for site licence holders, then chargeable. A trial download is available from the site. 

Podium is described by the publishers as ‘an easy-to-use piece of software that allows students of any age to create, edit and publish podcasts all from the same simple interface’. Softease  produce mainly primary school products and the marketing and the interface seem directed at primary schools, although the product itself is perfectly adequate for older students (or even adults). The software provides easy to use tools to assemble the elements of a podcast, including sounds and images and a script (which can all be imported if desired). Helpful script tools allow the allocation of parts to speakers by easy colour coding and make it easy to follow a script line by line during recording. The order of events can be changed by drag and drop. There are on-screen prompts during recording and a simple audio editing facility to cut unwanted sections, fade out, etc. Once the recording is complete publishing can be a simple matter of clicking a button if the school has paid for hosting on the Podium site. It should also be straightforward to publish podcasts on the school website instead. The software then makes it easy to create a promotional email or create the necessary link to the podcast (so that visitors to the school website can be redirected to the podcast on the Podium site).

To view quick video examples of the software in action, go to  http://www.podiumpodcasting.com/demos/

 HYPERLINK "http://www.podiumpodcasting.com/demos/index.html"
 
The publishers’ site also sets out a good set of arguments for the use of podcasting which link it especially to the new emphasis on speaking and listening in the National Strategy. 

Doing it yourself

It is possible to create your own podcasts using free or existing software. This requires a little more technical know-how, though in a secondary school with decent IT support (or just a helpful colleague) this should be easy to pick up. 

Software

Audacity: free software that allows you to record and edit audio files, so  students can cut out unwanted sections, fade in, mix, etc: http://audacity.sourceforge.net/ 

Audio players: Listen to podcasts on free audio software such as iTunes (http://www.apple.com/itunes/) or Real Player (http://uk.real.com/player/ - make sure you download the free version of the player). As most computers already have basic sound software installed, this means everyone, in school or at home, should be able to listen to your podcasts. 

See it in action: Podcast revision 

http://www.podcastrevision.co.uk/ 

This site produced by Barrie McDermid and colleagues at a school in East Durham shows what can be done. It contains audio lessons on topics from the AQA English and English Literature GCSE courses which should be valuable in their own right – you might ask your students to listen to one or two and say what they think of them.

The page on how to make your own podcast should then help you (and better still, your students) get started. It explains the kind of software you’ll need and the hardware (which probably means no more than a cheap microphone): http://www.podcastrevision.co.uk/makeyourown.html 

Putting it on a website

This is when you need the co-operation of whoever is in charge of your school’s website. Once a podcast is recorded, it should be as simple as uploading it to the website and providing some text to advertise the podcast and a link to the file. 

NATE GCSE English and English Literature resources: www.nate.org.uk 

NATE GCSE English and English Literature resources: www.nate.org.uk 


