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Free: online resources. 

Teachers need to request access; e-tutors are provided within London, outside London teachers need to be e-tutors for their own students (or use the materials in whole-class mode).

In between the lines is a series of resources produced by London Gifted and Talented in their  ‘Higher Level English’ series. It’s important to stress from the outset that despite the label, these high-quality resources are useful far beyond London and for more than the top 5% or 10% of the ability range. In order to see for yourself you need first to register with London gifted and Talented – just go to the ‘sign in’ page or email info@londongt.org using a school email address and making it clear which school and Local Authority you are from. 

Each topic is treated in a similar way – see below for the current list, which covers a number of issues that should stimulate plenty of oral and written work with students from Year 7 to A Level. The format is similar in each case: a range of video clips on a controversial topic with accompanying activities. The tasks are clear and usually straightforward, since one use for the materials is by students working on their own with only an online tutor to guide them: ‘Task 1: View these clips and select some that you can arrange along the continuum, below, ranging from persuasive to unpersuasive. Task 2: Construct a persuasive programme intended to bring the audience to a particular view, or targeted at a particular audience....’ 

The video clips are accompanied by transcripts, links to external websites, and a work pad (a basic text editor to write comments and linking commentaries for Task 2, etc). The clips are in Flash format, play in a small window and can be paused and replayed as often as necessary. The work area allows students to select any clip and drag it onto a storyboard at the bottom, rearrange the order, etc. Each section of the tasks can be saved before submission to the tutor – or simply replayed to the rest of the class. 

The resources are high quality, usually from broadcast television, and the clips are well-selected from a range of views. It would be difficult, and certainly very time-consuming, to assemble similar material on your own. Although the tasks seem simple the nature of the materials makes them challenging. The editing tools, although basic, force students to make decisions by selecting relevant materials. Students can’t record their own audio or video, only type in text – but they could of course add their own materials if they have the time and skills.

Topics in the series:

There are currently six activities which can be undertaken in any order.

· The impact of advertising

· The use of animals in medical research

· Freedom of information

· Designer babies

· Homelessness and begging

· The origin of life
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