BBC Bitesize

BBC Schools: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/revision/ 

Free online resources

BBC Bitesize is a very well-known, and a very well-used site – backed by constant publicity from television. GCSE students may already have used the Key Stage 3 materials and be familiar with the approach. Bitesize has certain virtues: it covers the ground, and makes students feel as though their subject has been fully treated, if rather superficially. 

Its main fault, and it is a serious one, is its pedagogical approach; Bitesize tends to deliver the pre-digested set of answers craved by students, without much attempt to engage independent thought.. As such, be prepared to find Bitesize material appearing, cut-and-pasted, in student essays – but don’t expect much understanding or debate. Such a shame. Teachers would approach the task by offering questions rather than answers.

NATE GCSE English and English Literature resources: www.nate.org.uk 

NATE GCSE English and English Literature resources: www.nate.org.uk 


